






































COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE
Council of the County of Maui

May 17, 2005

COUNCILMEMBER JOHNSON: You know one thing that might be of interest and perhaps this would be
more appropriate at our festival or whatever but I think that how our Chamber of Commerce puts out
information and sometimes they'll, you know, maybe even just a small little PowerPoint. When we have
any, whether it's a Council introduced resolution or whether it's introduced by the Administration, it
would be really good to just visualize some of these things that we're looking at and kind of see even
just on a map. You know this is where it's located. Iknow that we have isolation similarities, too. So,
they have similar issues. But I think that any kind of visual cues or any kind of information that could
be provided whether they have a Chamber of Commerce or not. I think it would be really helpful and I
do appreciate the comments made by other Members and perhaps that could be made as part of the
record as well.

CHAIR MOLINA: Okay. Thank you, Member Johnson. Any other comments? Member Pontanilla.

COUNCILMEMBER PONTANILLA: Thank you, Chair. Are you going to have another meeting prior, before
the end of the month? I think what Member Johnson had mentioned in regards to the sensitivity of the,
the time, do we have enough time to pass a resolution prior to our celebration here on Maui?

CHAIR MOLINA: Member Pontanilla, I believe we did not anticipate on having an additional meeting on this
because the, the festival begins June 8th through the 11th and I don’t know when the representative or
the Mayor from Saipan would come here. I'm, I'm not sure as far as what the body would feel as far as
holding an additional meeting. Many, several Members of the Council will be off to a conference next
week. Some Members will be back by the 31st. There's a lot of uncertainty there. The Chair didn’t
anticipate a lot of concerns being brought up about this, however, because of the time sensitivity, as
mentioned by Councilmember Johnson, the intent of the Chair would be to ask for the body's
consideration of supporting this with the additional information requested from the Office of Economic
Development as well as a letter from the Mayor of Saipan to indicate their interest in writing of
establishing this relationship. That is something that the Chair is asking for consideration from the
body. But in terms of an additional meeting just for this particular item, I think it may, you know,
because we have to get it first passed out of Committee then there's usually a one to two week wait
before it goes before Council. So, I don’t believe we would be able to achieve the goal of getting a
resolution passed by the Council in time for this particular event, which is coming up in June. It would
be, it would be difficult. But maybe, Staff, if you would like to add additional comment to that
suggestion made by Member Pontanilla about holding a meeting at the end of the month and what kind
of ramifications it would have.

COUNCILMEMBER PONTANILLA: Chair. Chair.
CHAIR MOLINA: Member Pontanilla.

COUNCILMEMBER PONTANILLA: Idon’t know if this is appropriate but if the Department could not only
on this resolution but all three resolution to include more information in regards to our ties with the three
different municipalities, the one in Saipan and the other two in the Philippines that maybe save some
time. I don’t know if it's appropriate and maybe Corporation Counsel can advise us in regards to
sending out a draft in regards to a proposed resolution, you know, with more information on 'em.
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CHAIR MOLINA: Okay. That is something we'll consider. We'll take it item by item.
COUNCILMEMBER PONTANILLA: Fine.
CHAIR MOLINA: Staff.

MS. KAWASAKI: Mr. Chair, with regard to the scheduling, the Committee Report would have to be posted on
the 27" of May for the 3™ of June's Council meeting. And that would be the only Council meeting prior
to the Sister-Cities Festival. I understand a number of members are gone from the 25" probably through
around the 30™ or the 31*" of the month, which would mean that we would have to have another meeting
between tomorrow and either the 23™ or the 24™, 24™ because the 23" is a special Council meeting date
for the Budget. With regard to the resolution, a suggestion that I might offer is to vote on passing the
resolution as amended to include a number of points that were stated in the meeting today regarding
including information on population similarities, economic similarities, educational system similarities,
business opportunity similarities, weather and climate similarities, and also similarities, I'm sorry,
information regarding either the number of people living here in the County of Maui from that particular
municipality. And if you could agree to pass the resolution with those revisions that would be then
drafted by the Department, I mean the Office of Economic Development, signed off by Corporation
Counsel, and attached to the Committee Report.

CHAIR MOLINA: Okay. Thank you. Okay, Members. Member Anderson.

COUNCILMEMBER ANDERSON: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. I could support that recommendation with the
inclusion of a more descriptive, a greater description of the common history that we share with this
island, which played I think a very important role in the Pacific's battle during World War II. And I
think that that deserves some description in, in our formal resolution recognizing this, this island as a
Sister-City. I can support all of the resolutions with a greater description of, of the purpose for this
relationship in all of these resolutions and I think they deserve that. Thank you, Mr. Chair.

CHAIR MOLINA: Thank you, Member Anderson. Any additional comments or questions prior to the Chair's
recommendation? Okay, Members, at this point the Chair will entertain a motion to support the passing
of the resolution for Committee of the Whole Item 17 with the recommendations made by the
Committee and also the request for a letter from the Mayor of Saipan to indicate the interest in
establishing a Sister-City relationship with the County of Maui.

COUNCILMEMBER JOHNSON: So moved.

COUNCILMEMBER PONTANILLA: Second.

MS. KAWASAKI: Mr. Chair, would you please also file the communication.

CHAIR MOLINA: Yes. This will include the filing of the communication. A motion has been made by
Member Johnson and seconded by Member Pontanilla. Member Johnson, you have the floor.
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COUNCILMEMBER JOHNSON: I think that these issues that have been discussed are really important and |
think that one of the things that's our strong point is that we always treat people, particularly those that
are coming to our island for medical care and medical attention with aloha. And so, I think that there are
many things that we can try to actually incorporate in the resolution as has been mentioned by staff but I
think more importantly it's an educational process too because I would like to be educated about
what. . .(CHANGE TAPE). . .potential exists. I have never visited that part of the world but even
environmentally one of the things that I have been reading about is the establishment of a preserve with
regard to fishing. And some of our rules and regulations, which also impact the species that we have
that migrate from that area to our area, it really impacts our industry as well. So, it's the aquatic life as
well as the population. So, I ask also perhaps if that could be included with regard to the fishing
industry even some of the protections being granted on an environmental basis to some of the species
whether it's fish populations or also endangered species. I know our Monk Seals have a little, you know,
hang out over there too because it's really something. It's a very isolated area. So, I don’t know even I
guess some of the areas that the Monk Seals travel to but it would be interesting to find out if we could,
whether it's included in this resolution or not. Just to have that information maybe provided at the
festival to talk about endangered species. I think it's really great because they share that similarity with
being the endangered species capital of the world I think. Thank you.

CHAIR MOLINA: Thank you, Member Johnson. I think you bring up some good points there that could be
considered for the inclusion of that information into the resolution. Members, any other comments
regarding the motion that's on the floor? Seeing none. All those in favor of the motion please signify by
saying aye.

COUNCIL MEMBERS VOICED AYE.

CHAIR MOLINA: All those opposed? Okay. The Chair will mark it unanimous. Thank you, Members.

VOTE: AYES: Councilmembers Anderson, Hokama, Johnson, Mateo, Pontanilla,
and Tavares, and Chair Molina.

NOES: None.
ABSTAIN: None.
EXC.: Vice-Chair Kane and Councilmember Carroll.
MOTION CARRIED.

ACTION: Recommending ADOPTION of revised resolution and FILING of
communication.
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COW-18 SISTER-CITY RELATIONSHIP WITH SARRAT (C.C. No. 05-89)

CHAIR MOLINA: We shall move on to Item No. 18, which is a Sister-City relationship with Sarrat. This is a
communication that was received from the Office of Economic Development, which has to do with the
resolution to establish a Sister-City relationship between the County of Maui and the Municipality of
Sarrat, which is a Province of Ilocos Norte from the Republic of the Philippines. Director Araki-Regan,
can you give the Committee an overview of this matter.

MS. ARAKI-REGAN: Okay. Just a brief background, Chair. When Mayor Ruiz-Abad, who is the mayor of
the Municipality of Sarrat, which is part of the Province of Ilocos Norte and her delegation were here in
February of 2005, they met with Mayor Arakawa for maybe a half an hour or so at which time they
presented Resolution 2004-3, which was passed on November 8, 2004, establishing a Sisterhood
relationship between the Municipality of Sarrat, Ilocos Norte and the Island of Maui, Hawaii, USA.
They presented this resolution because in their opinion, you know, in addition to coming to the Island of
Maui in February, they believed that the two municipalities are very similar culturally, economically,
and that they could perhaps help us in terms of addressing our workforce development issues. Just some
brief history. Ten thousand people approximately emigrated from the Municipality of Sarrat to Hawaii
at which time the Sarrat people, you know, dispersed throughout Hawaii. Many of whom are here on
Maui. Their current population is approximately 30,000 people and they depend heavily on the visitor
industry and agriculture. In reading their resolution, which I can make copies for you as well as a letter
from Mayor Ruiz-Abad to Mayor Arakawa dated January 24, 2005. It states that Maui is well
developed industrially, technologically, and economically, and could assist other cities and
municipalities. That the Municipality of Sarrat is basically an agricultural town in Ilocos Norte which
depends on its livelihood through farm production and has been recognized as one of the tourist
destinations due to its historical and aesthetic vistas. When Sisterhood relationship is established
between the Municipality of Sarrat, Ilocos Norte, and Maui County there would be close ties and
philanthropic sympathy through assistance in times of calamities and dire needs. And it goes on and on
how, you know, it's, this resolution is hereby resolved to establish Sisterhood relationship. And like I
said this was passed in November 8, 2004 I guess in anticipation of their visit with Mayor Arakawa in
February. That's unfortunately all the information I was able to obtain during their short visit to Maui
County. But their hopes is to send at least 25 people to Maui for the Sister-Cities Festival. And they
were really hoping to be here but unfortunately due to the distance and the expense they're only able to
come in the month of June for the Sister-Cities Festival.

CHAIR MOLINA: Thank you, Ms. Araki-Regan. Again, Committee Members, any questions for the Director?
Seeing none. The Chair's, again, would suggest to the Office of Economic Development if you could
provide additional information in the resolution as well as the inclusion of that letter . . .

MS. ARAKI-REGAN: Sure.
CHAIR MOLINA: ... that you just read from the Mayor. Okay. Question, Mr. Mateo?

COUNCILMEMBER MATEO: No, not a question, Chairman, but with the addition of that information, I'm
anxious to, to support this resolution and I think I have my own issues with this particular resolution
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because Ilocos Norte is the home province of my dad who came from the Philippines to work here, you
know, in, on Maui. So, this has special significance to me. So, I'm kind of anxious in going ahead and
support the approval or the, the adoption of this resolution. Thank you, Chairman.

CHAIR MOLINA: Thank you, Mr. Mateo. Any other comments? Mr. Pontanilla.

COUNCILMEMBER PONTANILLA: Like Member Mateo, you know, my family does come from the
Philippines and in this particular Province Ilocos Norte. So, I'm waiting for your recommendation on
this one here.

CHAIR MOLINA: Thank you, Member Pontanilla. Member Johnson.

COUNCILMEMBER JOHNSON: One of the things that may be helpful too is for those Members that do have
ties or have family through marriage that have come from this area perhaps they could offer some little
snippet to be included in the resolution that would, you know, more closely detail what the relationship
is because, obviously, if we have ties on this Council then in the greater community. I think that would
be really wonderful to see that and I would certainly welcome that.

CHAIR MOLINA: That's a good suggestion, Member Johnson. Any other comments or questions prior to the
Chair's recommendation? Seeing none. The Chair will entertain a motion to support the proposed
resolution and also to include the recommendations from the Committee as well as the filing of the
communication.

COUNCILMEMBER JOHNSON: So moved.
COUNCILMEMBER MATEO: Second.

CHAIR MOLINA: Okay. It's been moved by Member Johnson, seconded by Member Mateo. Member
Johnson, you have the floor as the maker of the motion.

COUNCILMEMBER JOHNSON: There really is nothing more to say other than the fact that I really look
forward to this Sister-City celebration that's coming up and meeting many of the people who will be
traveling this long distance to really join in the festivities. So, I look forward to that.

CHAIR MOLINA: Okay. Thank you, Member Johnson. Any other questions or comments related to the
motion on the floor? Seeing none. The Chair will call for the vote. All those in favor signify by saying
aye.

COUNCIL MEMBERS VOICED AYE.

CHAIR MOLINA: All those opposed? The Chair marks it unanimous.
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VOTE: AYES: Councilmembers Anderson, Hokama, Johnson, Mateo, Pontanilla,
and Tavares, and Chair Molina.

NOES: None.
ABSTAIN: None.
EXC.: Vice-Chair Kane and Councilmember Carroll.
MOTION CARRIED.
ACTION: Recommending ADOPTION of revised resolution and FILING of

communication.

COW-20 SISTER-CITY RELATIONSHIP WITH CABUGAOQ (C.C. No. 05-107)

CHAIR MOLINA: Members, we're on our last item for today which is a Sister-City relationship with Cabugao.
The Committee is in receipt of County Communication No. 05-107, from the Office of Economic
Development. The purpose of the proposed resolution is to establish a Sister-City relationship between
the County of Maui and the Municipality of Cabugao, which is a Province of llocos Sur, which is a
Republic, which is part of the Republic of the Philippines. Director Araki-Regan, can you give the
Committee an overview of this matter.

MS. ARAKI-REGAN: Okay. Similarly, back in February of 2005, the Honorable Mayor Diocaesar Suero,
who was the Municipal Mayor of the Municipality of Cabugao, met with Mayor while he was here. At
which time he presented Resolution No. 8, which was passed by I guess the Mayor and as well as
Council Members to establish a Sisterhood relationship with the County of Maui. This resolution was
passed on January 31, 2005. And basically, you know, in reading parts of the resolution, they are
interested in forming the Sister-City relationship on the basis that the majority of Filipinos residing in
Maui County find their ancestry from Cabugao. I don’t know exactly the number of people who
actually emigrated from Cabugao to Maui County but perhaps I could with more research determine
that. As a result, Cabuganians [sic] have played a vital role of Maui County's main economic workforce
in its development and progress. They believe that the establishment of Sisterhood ties between Maui
and the Municipality of Cabugao shall mutually promote and enhance trade, tourism, culture, education,
and agriculture. And I have a relatively thick packet of information explaining the number of hospitals
they have, the land area, the amount of, you know, what their religion is, what their mission as a
municipality is, et cetera, et cetera, brief history, which I can make copies for each one of you. Which in
detail goes through their tourist destinations, what their economy is like, et cetera, et cetera, which I
know you'll find of interest and very informative.

CHAIR MOLINA: Thank you.

MS. ARAKI-REGAN: So, I can make copies of this.
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CHAIR MOLINA: Committee Members, any questions for the Director related to this matter? Okay. Seeing
none. Again, the Chair will just recommend as in the other resolutions to include the additional
information with a letter from the Mayor as well stating their interest in establishing a Sister-City
relationship with the County of Maui. So, Member Johnson, you have any questions?

COUNCILMEMBER JOHNSON: No, I was going to say so moved.

CHAIR MOLINA: Oh, okay. Alright. Well, with that being said the Chair will entertain a motion to support
the resolution with the recommendations from the Committee as well as the filing of the communication.

COUNCILMEMBER JOHNSON: So moved.
COUNCILMEMBER PONTANILLA: Second.

CHAIR MOLINA: Okay. It's been moved by Member Johnson, seconded by Member Pontanilla. Member
Johnson, as the maker of the motion you have the floor.

COUNCILMEMBER JOHNSON: No discussion. I think that once again we're all going to look forward to
celebrating with our Sister-Cities and I'm happy to support these resolutions because of the many people
who are from the Philippines that live here. And I hope that we have at the reading of the Council
maybe some more members of our Philippine community in attendance. I think it would be wonderful.

CHAIR MOLINA: Thank you, Member Johnson. Any other comments or questions? Okay. Okay. With that
being said, the Chair will call for the vote. All those in favor signify by saying aye.

COUNCIL MEMBERS VOICED AYE.
CHAIR MOLINA: All those opposed? Thank you. The Chair will mark that unanimous.

VOTE: AYES: Councilmembers Anderson, Hokama, Johnson, Mateo, Pontanilla,
and Tavares, and Chair Molina.

NOES: None.
ABSTAIN: None.
EXC.: Vice-Chair Kane and Councilmember Carroll.
MOTION CARRIED.

ACTION: Recommending ADOPTION of revised resolution and FILING of
communication.
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CHAIR MOLINA: Well, this brings us to the end of our session for today, Members. The Chair would like to
thank you all for your dedication and professionalism. I think a lot of good concerns were brought about
today. And I look forward to the big event coming up on June 8th through the 11th at the Maui County's
Sister-Cities Festival 2005.

COUNCILMEMBER TAVARES: Mr. Chair.

CHAIR MOLINA: Member Tavares.

COUNCILMEMBER TAVARES: May I ask Ms. Araki-Regan how many Sister-City relationships do we have
now in the County of Maui?

CHAIR MOLINA: Okay.

MS. ARAKI-REGAN: We currently have . . .

CHAIR MOLINA: Director.

MS. ARAKI-REGAN: Oh, I'm sorry.

CHAIR MOLINA: No. Go ahead. Proceed.

MS. ARAKI-REGAN: We currently have 18 cities throughout the world.
COUNCILMEMBER TAVARES: Okay.

MS. ARAKI-REGAN: And...

COUNCILMEMBER TAVARES: Iknow I saw a list some time, some time back.
COUNCILMEMBER HOKAMA: We have 19.

MS. ARAKI-REGAN: Actually, one is not a mutual resolution. I believe in doing research, Maui County had
passed one resolution and it wasn’t like mutually done on their end so.

COUNCILMEMBER HOKAMA: Who’s that with?
MS. ARAKI-REGAN: Gosh, I only have the list of 18 cities. I can find out and let you know, Council Chair.

COUNCILMEMBER HOKAMA: That would be good, Chairman, 'cause the list I have for, for the Members is
as documented by the County Clerk with their respective dates of adoption of resolutions.

CHAIR MOLINA: Okay. Thank you. The Staff will take that request under consideration. Ms. Araki-Regan,
if you could also forward that information from your office to, to the Council as well or Committee.
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MS. ARAKI-REGAN: Sure.
COUNCILMEMBER TAVARES: Mr. Molina.
CHAIR MOLINA: Ms. Tavares.

COUNCILMEMBER TAVARES: Chair Molina, thank you. Does the Office of Economic Development
foresee other cities being or requesting other cities or requests from other cities to us for Sister-City
relationship? You see that coming in the future? I mean does this come everyday or just sort of happens
to fall on your desk?

MS. ARAKI-REGAN: Actually, you know, I, I don’t, we don’t, unfortunately, we don’t have the personnel to
be able to devote considerable time in exploring each and every letter that comes to Mayor. You know
as a result of the Sister-Cities Festival, I know there are many people in the community who have
expressed interest and, and a willingness to help us explore other Sister-City relationships because of
their own ties. You know there was discussion about forming Sister-City relationships with cities in
Canada, even Las Vegas, Nevada. I mean it could be endless. It could be an endless amount. But we
really have to look at the criteria for establishing Sister-City relationships because it could get out of
hand.

COUNCILMEMBER TAVARES: And that was my next question. Is there a criteria? Well, is there a criteria
written up that, you know, you measure or compare with in order to even consider, start to consider a
relationship? Because we all know Maui is very popular internationally and I can see that as we become
more and more popular that more and more places will want to have relationships with, with us. And so,
is there a criteria by which?

MS. ARAKI-REGAN: There are some factors and I believe I mentioned it earlier, you know, cultural ties,
historical ties, economic ties, business opportunities that could potentially be formed. There are many
factors that we take into consideration but in terms of like a grading, like evaluation criteria like 20
percent for historical ties, et cetera, we don’t have anything formalized.

COUNCILMEMBER TAVARES: So, is there any formalization of the criteria even generally?

MS. ARAKI-REGAN: Nothing in writing.

COUNCILMEMBER TAVARES: Okay.

MS. ARAKI-REGAN: It's just that in doing research of previous Sister-City relationships that have been
formed over the past 40 years, those 1 believe were the criteria and the factors considered by the
Council . ..

COUNCILMEMBER TAVARES: Okay.

MS. ARAKI-REGAN: ... at that specific time.
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COUNCILMEMBER TAVARES: Thank you.

MS. ARAKI-REGAN: Also, you know, one other factor that I think we have to take into consideration is not
all 18 Sister-Cities are active, you know, in terms of communicating with us. And we've sent letters,
you know, hundreds of letters to these various Sister-Cities specifically in preparation of this
Sister-Cities Festival. And, you know, they, they haven't, some, some of the 18 Sister-Cities have not
contacted us. And through our files that we have in our office, many of them, you know, we've lost
contact with after, you know, the resolution was adopted. Others, however, such as Hachijo, Hirara
City, and Miyako Island in Okinawa, Pingtung Province in China or Taiwan, you know, we've
maintained communications between the two cities. They visited and I believe people from our
community have visited their cities. So, it really varies. One other issue we, I think should consider as a
body is budget. You know when we do formalize a Sister-City relationship oftentimes we're invited to,
to go to their functions as well. And so, you know, the, the more Sister-City relationships we form, the
more potential travel opportunities we'll be invited to and that is a consideration. We, we can't go to
every single event that each Sister-City invites us to. So that is a factor, too. I wouldn’t want it to be,
you know, I mean I wouldn’t want to formalize relationships on a regular basis. We're just proposing
these three because of our unique ties and opportunities.

COUNCILMEMBER TAVARES: Okay. Thank you. Thank you, Chair.

CHAIR MOLINA: Thank you, Member Tavares. Las Vegas, Nevada that's an interesting one to form a
relationship with them. So, on that interesting note we shall end our proceedings today. If there's no
other announcements, the Committee of the Whole meeting for May 17th, it's 10:25, is now adjourned.

.. (gavel). ..

ADJOURN: 10:25 a.m.

APPROVED BY:
/
\5 b J | ’jj

MICHAEL J. MDLINA, Chair
Committee of the Whole

cow:min:050517 Transcribed by: Cathy L. Simmons
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